MAN AND THE BATTLE OF LIFE

For this purpose it limited the military obligation to
the small class who by their birth, nature and tradi-
tions were marked out for this function and found in
it their natural means of self-development through the
flowering of the soul in the qualities of courage, disci-
plined force, strong helpfulness and chivalrous nobility
for which the warrior's life pursued under the stress
of a high ideal gives a field and opportunities. The
rest of the community was in every way guarded from
slaughter and outrage; their life and occupations were
as little interfered with as possible ^nd the combative
and destructive tendencies of human nature were given
a restricted field, confined in a sort of lists so as to da
the minimum amount of harm to the general life of
the race, while at the same time by being subjected to
high ethical ideals and every possible rule of humanity
and chivalry the function of war was obliged to help in
ennobling and elevating instead of brutalising those
who performed it. It must be remembered that it is
war of this kind and under these conditions that the
Gita had in view, war considered as an inevitable part
of human life, but so restricted and regulated as to
serve like other activities the ethical and spiritual
development which was then regarded as the whole
real object of life, war destructive within certain care-
lully fixed limits of the bodily life of individual men
but constructive of their inner life and of the ethical
elevation of the race. That war in the past has, when
subjected to an ideal, helped in this elevation, as in the
development of knighthood and chivalry, the Indian
ideal of the Kshatriya, tlie Japanese ideal of the
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